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Seasons and Reasons

Each year in November | get a notice in my emaiinflUniversity Hill United Church in Vancouver, adtising their
Salt of the Earth: Christian Seasons Calendaantss in November because the Christian New Ydheifirst
Sunday of Advent — either the last Sunday of Novemabr the first Sunday in December. Universityl Hihited
Church has done a good thing by publishing thisradar, especially for worship leaders, as it presitbts of
information about the Christian year, the liturdicalours, and scripture passages that pertaingwarying seasons
in the church year.

The Christian Year and the calendar year are gliffierent, but there are also some very interesinglarities. | am
fascinated by the cycle of seasons and the wayiohithose seasons have influence on our livas perhaps even
more fascinated, having just come back from a waaoation in a place where there is very little seatchange and
where the days are close to the same length allrgead.

A very simple inquiry into the connection betwedmri€tian seasons and the secular calendar wilbtehat
important Christian dates are connected back bettanteginnings of Christianity to important dateghe solar or
lunar year. An example is Christmas which occurglgse to the Winter Solstice in the Northern Hgrhere. And
I'm sure the connection between Easter — the @lehrof resurrection and the resurrection of twhefrom winter
hibernation is more than just coincidence.

Christian seasons put before us a path to guidéhowking — the preparation times of Advent and tLare set out to
precede the high and holy days of Christmas anteEamd in so doing they may reflect our own seaso life's
journey — introspection at some points in the yaad outward energy, joy and exuberance at otbéies) mirroring
what the weather and the sun are doing around us.

I loved the warm sun, beach sand and water of #loi® Ocean as we experienced it in Maui, but ekie were
there | could not help thinking about whether | Veblike it all year round. As much as it was a colakeup call to
return north of sixty, there was also somethingsaang and homely about coming back to winter herafeven
though spring officially arrived while we were awaynd yes, | mentioned on more than one occasian t
Yellowknife has it all over Maui in terms of sunsaiat this time of year at least.

I'm glad for the seasons and the hope they inspivhether it be the hope brought about by the catielm of Easter
— or the hope that comes from thinking ahead towamd long days. | would also be completely in fayd the
people who live on the other side of the equatarteto adjust their Christian calendar so it madicivhat they are
experiencing out their windows and in their gardemsl if the people who live inside the lines wi ttee Tropic of
Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn want to marletima completely different way — that's okay witk too! So
much of what is wrong in this world has come allmrgause one group of people tried to fit anotheugiof people
into a box that they thought was suited for eveeyamly to find out that it was anything but. Ictfa take certain
delight in knowing that the Christian year — ingarpart, has been made to fit the earth cycleseasons. There is
something holistic about that | think.

Peter Chynoweth, Minister
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Eundraising

Every year we try to think of new and different wag raise funds for the church. Usually we trgtofor the big
ticket items such as the annual garage sale couprgn May 2, the talent auction from last year #rel Memorial
Hymn Sing. This year Stewardship has decidedytoato new things in May which will become a regubart of the
life of the church.

The first will be the “Sponsored Bulletin ProgramPeople of the congregation will have an oppotjutd sign up
and sponsor the bulletin for a specific week. Tbst will be $20 per week and the sponsor will éegnized in the
church bulletin that week. It will be a great wayrecognize special days or events in our lives.

The second program will be for birthday/anniverseegognition. This will provide an opportunity fpeople to
recognize birthdays, anniversaries or other spesiahts by putting change into a specific collectimx earmarked
for the Mission and Service Fund.

If you have any suggestions or ideas for other ffaiisthg events, the Stewardship Committee woulé tavhear from
you. You can contact Marg Henderson via emaihatgh@theedge.ca

A cheerful delivery landed at our door on Saturdight, just
in time for supper! The mouth-watering aromas irdiately
filled the room, driving the poor dog bonkers. Tineitful

results of a hard fought bidding war at the anMidC Talent
Auction were thoroughly enjoyed by the successidtiérs.
The veritable feast included many courses seleftted a
custom menu, a bottle of fermented grapes to congpii and
cream from magic Irish cows to top off the aftenrdir
coffee. The experience required disciplined condionpin
order to ensure room for the Death by Chocolatd. year
bid cards ready for the next auction — see yowether

Jeannette Hall
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PAR- Your Questions answered

: Western Women's Confererice 2009
Many times throughout the year, during our at Naramata Centre
announcements or in the bulletin we make refererice

to PAR. Many of you many have questions about: WOMEN TOGETHER

PAR. and we hope to bring you the answers here R
First of all, what does PAR stand for? PAR is pre ) The Common Walk ﬂf Generations
authorized remittance and it is a way for you tegi;:

your church offering through an automatic bank <
deduction. The program is administered through the
United Church General Council Office. No more
remembering envelopes or writing cheques. It's an
easy, no nonsense way to remember your church
contributions each month.

How do we get involved? To register for PAR is easy.
A quick call to the church office will have a
registration form on its way to you. Just compiete
and return it with a void cheque, (sorry, visa @dnn
be accepted) and we take care of the rest. Just
remember to complete the portion allocating your
givings. Deductions are made on a monthly basis
about the 2 of each month.

What if | am already a PAR contributor and wish to
make changes? Changes of any nature to your PAR

registration can be made at anytime, not onlyet tt g

beginning of the year. Your written request can be _g

submitted to the church office, email is fine, yodr L

changes will be made. =
aa

| am a PAR contributor, or would like to become one, fg

but fed a little uncomfortable not placing anything in

the collection plate when it passes by. No problem! : Session 1: Fri Sept 25 — Sun Sept 27

We have small cards that you can place in the / . _

collection plate indicating ))//our conteibution haseh Session 2: Mon Sept 28 — Wed Sept 30

made through PAR. Please call or drop by the church

office to make arrangements to have some sentto A retreat for women of all ages.

you. : A Hime to be nourished and inspired,

So you see, PAR is easy and simple, is one lesg thi IRCTHRGEE, Wﬂgﬁ and walk ﬁ}geﬂzer."

you have to remember for church each Sunday and )

reduces paper as we have to order fewer church For more information please contact either Jarnir®iiat

giving envelopes each year. If you have other - 873-5731 or Marg Henderson at 873-4428 or via eata |

questions or would like to make PAR arrangements, - margh@theedge.ca
please call Gwyneth at the church office.
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Stewardship - Yellowknife United Church Offering Analysis 2008

Where do you fit in the chart below?

Range # of Givers Yearly Givings Avg./Week % of Gigrs | % of Total Amt.
$1 to $10 22 $3,998 $4 31% 5%
$11 to $20 22 $17,61)7 $15 31% 21%
$21 to $30 9 $10,86b $23 13% 13%
$31 to $40 4 $7,140 $34 6% 8%
$41 to $50 6 $14,15b $45 9% 16%
$51 to $60 2 $5,770 $55 3% 7%
$61 to $200 5 $24,973 $96 7% 30%

Totals 70 $84,518 100% 100%

Here are a few interesting facts:

» Overall envelope offering for 2008 increased by &%$3948 for a total yearly amount of $84,518.

Identified givers decreased from 75 to 70. Theeeavseven new identified envelope users in 200&vivelve
families either moved or did not continue to supploe church.

40 envelope givers increased the amount they ga2808 which resulted in increased givings of $22,4
This was slightly offset by 23 envelope givers vadezreased the amount they gave by a total of $6,013

13 envelope givers (19% of total givers) contriliui®% of the total amount received and of thoseve 0%
of the full amount.

Overall our givings did not meet the projected kridghich was based on the pledge cards from theaBtship
Campaign. However thanks to our continued highateevenue we were able to end the year with mésfey
over.

Amount of M&S givings exceeded our budgeted amodrite entire amount was all sent to the National

Church.

Annual Garage Sale

Time to start thinking about spring cleaning? Retner those
unwanted, unused, un-needed items could be ano¢heon’s
treasure. That is why we will be holding our arlrgeaage sale
on Saturday, May 2. It's a great opportunity teedi@ut your
house and has the added benefit of helping thecbhut is one
of our major fund raisers for the year. In 2008raised $1083
which was used towards local church operationsreBember

to collect your items and we hope you will mark May

(evening set-up) and May 2 (morning sale) on yalemdar.
The sign-up sheet is already available on thelsidletin board
and there are posters available on the side talgh your help
we can make this year’s sale even better. If youlvlike
more information, please call Gwyneth Davis at 8234.

Joyce Caines — Editor

Melanie Dumont - Publisher




e
z

Looking for Additional Committee Members

- The “work” of the Church does not just happenis & direct result of the commitment and caring tha Minister
- and the Congregation bring to the worship serviteschurch meetings, and the special events.

~ To support the “work” the Church has six standinognmittees:

Worship is responsible for arranging for all wopskervices.
Christian Development is responsible for arrandorgSunday School and other Christian educatioivities
Outreach is responsible for promoting activitiesupport societal activities outside our churctihbocally

and globally.

Community Life and Membership (CLAM) is responsilide welcoming people to our church and
coordinating activities that help people feel tiegty belong.

Stewardship is responsible for the financial heaftthe church and through the Property and Maartea
Sub-committee the physical property including trenee.

Ministry and Personnel provide support for the Igier and administrative staff and is the liaisotmeen the
staff and the Congregation.

For the kids ...
¢ ¢
o

- At the Annual Congregational Meeting to be helduadthe end of May the committees for 2009/10 k!

- presented. Additional help is needed on most cdtees. We also have a particular need for someofiléthe

~ important positions of Vice-Chair and Treasurethaf Official Board. If you would like to help with Committee
- or would like more information about a particulammittee please contact Lloyd Henderson, Bruce &raor

- Joyce Caines of the Nominating Committee, or spatikPeter Chynoweth.

What is the Easter Bunny’s favourite sporf:?
Basket-ball, of course!

Why was the Easter Bunny so upset?
He was having a bad hare day!

What would you get if you crossed a skunk with @etpf
Easter candy?
Smelly beans!

Where does the Easter Bunny go when he needs &ailew
To a re-tail store!

How many chocolate bunnies can you put into an griapster
basket?
One. After that the basket won’t be empty.
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